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Birol TEKİNCE: Ukraine and Turkey 
are two close allies in the Black Sea 
region. The cooperation in the military
sphere is conducted on a bilateral 
basis as well as within the context 
of the NATO-Ukraine Commission,
BLACKSEAFOR and Operation 
Black Sea Harmony. How does Ukraine
see the cooperation between armed 
forces of the two countries? Could you
tell us about joint exercises, student 
exchange programs, and any other 
cooperation between two countries?
Sergiy KORSUNSKY: Ukraine and Turkey
are not only strategic partners, but also
two neighbouring countries united by a
common history and close ties. Of course,
both countries are interested in maintain-
ing good neighbourly relations and in-
creasing level of cooperation in the Black
Sea region because the overall stability
and peace in the region strongly depend
on Turkey and Ukraine.

Black Sea and a long history ties Turkey and Ukraine together, as two neighbouring
and ally countries. We talked with H.E. Sergiy Korsunsky, Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of Ukraine to the Republic of Turkey, about cooperation between
two countries in the fields of defence and aerospace.

H.E. Sergiy Korsunsky, Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of Ukraine

“Ukraine and Turkey: Strategic Relations,
Plenty of Cooperation Opportunities.”

The An-148 Regional 
Jet Aircraft
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It should be mentioned that recently the
cooperation between the armed forces
of Ukraine and Turkey has reached a
new level. Ukraine supports activities
and joint training operations launched by
Turkey both in the Black Sea basin and
on its own territory. Today, the Turkish
and Ukrainian naval forces are pursuing
an active dialogue concerning the plans
of cooperation in the future. 
Particularly, Ukraine is interested in 
participating and carrying out such 
international and bilateral military exer-
cises and peacekeeping operations 
with the involvement of the Turkish
Naval Forces, such as the Black Sea
Harmony, Sea Breeze, Sea Shield,
Breeze, BLACKSEAFOR and naval exer-
cises such as PASSEX.
In the aftermath of the Russian aggres-
sion against Ukraine and the annexation
of its sovereign territory, security situa-
tion in the Black Sea region has under-
gone considerable changes that had
strong impact on the ongoing joint inter-
national projects. Among other issues it
concerns activities in the framework of
the naval operation BLACKSEAFOR.
Taking into account the present situa-
tion, Ukraine had to temporarily sus-
pend/ reduce its participation in the
BLACKSEAFOR compared to the scale it
had participated before the aggression
of the Russian Federation. 
In spite of these, the negotiations be-
tween the armed forces of Turkey and
Ukraine are going on with the main focus
on restoration of the security system in
the Black Sea basin given the new situa-
tion that has recently emerged in the re-
gion. So far, the sides have agreed that
the most effective measure in this direc-

tion would be further enlargement of the
already existing platform of the Black
Sea Harmony operation, initiated by
Turkey. At the moment, the final prepa-
rations are made in order to sign a num-
ber of agreements within the framework
of the Black Sea Harmony operation.
Furthermore, there is another important
aspect of the bilateral cooperation,
namely a long-term education for the
Ukrainian officers in the Turkish military
high schools and academies as well as a
prospect to launch educational pro-
grams in Turkey for cadets of the
Ukrainian Armed Forces and provide op-
portunities for their training on the war-
ships of the Turkish Naval Forces. 

Birol TEKİNCE: We know that Turkey 
and Ukraine have strived to build a 
strategic industrial alliance that could 
include cooperation across a variety 
of military programs. Within this context,
there are some mutual efforts. 
Could you please summarize the 
defence industry cooperation between
Ukraine and Turkey? What are the 
ongoing and planned defence projects?
Sergiy KORSUNSKY: It is important to
note that both countries are interested
in closer cooperation in the sphere of de-
fence industry.
In order to better understand the possi-
ble directions of cooperation between
Ukraine and Turkey I would like to give a
short overview of Ukraine’s potential in
defence industry.
The main task of the Ukrainian military-in-
dustrial complex is the creation, produc-
tion, repair and modernization of
armament and military equipment to meet
the demands of state security and defence.

The main state body that conducts man-
agement of the enterprises in the mili-
tary-industrial complex is the State
Enterprise Ukroboronprom.
Today, Ukroboronprom unites more than
100 enterprises in 5 major defence in-
dustry sectors. Ukroboronprom has
more than 10 design bureaus, engaged
in development, design and research. It
employs approximately 80,000 highly
qualified workers. On December 14,
2015 the Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI) published the
annual top 100 arms-producing and mil-
itary services companies, with
Ukroboronprom among them.
Ukraine is one of the few countries in the
world that possess a full cycle of modern
aircraft production and takes a leading
position on the world market in the sec-
tor of transport and regional passenger
aircraft.
There are about 60 enterprises involved
in the aviation sector in Ukraine. Today
only 5 or 6 countries in the world have in-
dustries that make possible to build
large aircraft, with Ukraine being one of
them. The world’s biggest transport air-
craft, An-225 Mriya, was designed in
Ukraine by the Antonov Design Bureau
and built at the Kyiv Mechanical Plant.
Cargo aircraft Аn-124 Ruslan is the
world’s largest production cargo air-
plane. As for the latest projects, such
models as the regional passenger jet
airliners, An-148 and An-158, and a
short-range medium-airlift military
transport aircraft, An-178, deserve spe-
cial attention. 
It should also be mentioned that today
the most successful sector of the na-
tional aerospace industry in Ukraine is

Ukraine actively uses the BTR-3E1 wheeled armoured vehicles.
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the aircraft engine manufacturing indus-
try. Ukrainian enterprises produce air-
craft engines for different types of
airplanes and helicopters; provide their
repair and technical support. Aviation
possesses huge potential for coopera-
tion between Ukraine and Turkey. We
can work together in such projects as re-
gional jet construction and aircraft en-
gine manufacturing. 
I would like to stress that Ukraine is also
famous for its tanks and armoured per-
sonnel carriers. Tank Oplot and BTR-4
have been acknowledged as the best na-
tional army technology projects. Another
Ukrainian enterprise, Kharkiv Engine
Design Bureau, has a long history of tank
engine manufacturing and nowadays of-
fers new and interesting solutions.
I am proud to tell you about Ukrainian
space industry. Today the Ukrainian
space rocket industry comprises more
than thirty industrial enterprises, re-
search institutes and design bureaus
with about 27,000 highly qualified em-
ployees. There is an ongoing active co-
operation with the Institutes of the
National Academy of Sciences of
Ukraine and high schools, as well as
training courses for the engineers and
scientific researchers specialized in
space rocket industry. The leaders in the
sphere of space rocket complexes and
systems manufacturing are such com-
panies as the State Design Bureau Yuzh-
noye named after M.K. Yangel, Special
Design Bureau Arsenal, JSC Hartron and
Research Institute of Radio Engineering
Measurements, whose CEOs are at the
same time chief design managers in the
respective branches of the space rocket
industry in Ukraine. 
The major enterprise involved in produc-
tion of launch vehicles and spacecraft is
the State Enterprise Production Associ-
ation Yuzhny Machine-Building Plant
named after A.M. Makarov. The leading
enterprises in the sphere of machine-
tool construction include JSC Hartron,
Komunar, Kyivprylad, and Elmiz. These
companies have serial production lines
of the control systems for such types of
rockets as Dnipro, Cyclone, Soyuz, Pro-
ton, Rokot, and Strila, as well as many
space vehicles, docking equipment, Kurs
telemetry system for the International
Space Station, equipment for spacecraft
Soyuz and Progress, etc. Being aware of
the real capacities of the internal market
of space-related services at the end of
the 20th century, Ukraine started to pro-

mote actively its goods on the interna-
tional markets. Ukrainian enterprises
have participated in such ambitious proj-
ect, such as Sea Launch.
Today the State Space Agency of Ukraine
is carrying out strategically important
projects together with the leading com-
panies in the space industry around the
globe. These include production of the
Cyclone-4 launch vehicle and construc-
tion of a launch complex in Brazil; pro-
duction of the first stage for the
American Antares carrier rocket; de-
signing and manufacturing the upper
stage engine for the European rocket
Vega, which was launched for the first
time on February 13, 2012; building Sap-
san multi-functional operational-tactical
missile complex for the Ministry of De-
fence of Ukraine; design of the National
Satellite Communications System with a
satellite Lybid and Ukrainian systems of
coordinate-time support based on the
global navigation systems, namely GPS,
GLONASS, and Galileo etc.
During its long history, Ukrainian space
rocket industry has manufactured more
than 400 satellites and ensured 900 suc-
cessful launches of the carrier rockets. 
Scientific researches have become an
important integral part of the develop-
ment process in the sphere of space in-
dustry. In recent years, Ukraine has been
carrying out a number of projects in ac-

cordance with the national and interna-
tional programs, to which Ukraine is a
part, utilizing its own scientific appara-
tus, space equipment and capacities of
the national space infrastructure such as
the control and test centres. Such space
systems as Interbol, Coronas-photon,
Radioastron, Potential, Ionosat and oth-
ers are aimed at providing further
knowledge on the actual problems of the
solar-terrestrial relationship, circumter-
restrial space, effect of cosmic factors
on the fundamental biological and phys-
ical-chemical processes etc.
At the moment, the largest and the most
important project of our bilateral coop-
eration in the sphere of space industry
is the Turkish Space Launch System
Project that will allow launching Turkish
satellites into orbit from the Turkish
soil. 
I can tell much more about defence in-
dustry in Ukraine. To put it shortly, there
are a lot of fields of cooperation between
Ukraine and Turkey. Development of
military technical cooperation between
our states will be beneficial both for
Ukraine and Turkey because it will have
positive effects for the strategically im-
portant areas of economic activity, con-
tribute to the strengthening of
confidence between our countries and
enhancing security in the Black Sea re-
gion. 
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Birol TEKİNCE: There is some news 
stating that ASELSAN will take part 
in the modernization of Ukraine's tanks.
If so, could you provide some details
about this project?
Sergiy KORSUNSKY: Ukraine has
started negotiations on the possibilities
of cooperation with ASELSAN, which is
one of the leading enterprises in the
sphere of defence industry in Turkey. At
the moment the main topic of negotia-
tions is establishing the Ukrainian-Turk-
ish cooperation on modernization of
Ukrainian armoured vehicles. Particu-
larly, there is an idea to equip Ukrainian
Т-55/64/72 tanks and  BTR-3Е1 and
BTR-60/70/80 vehicles with the electron-

optical devices produced by ASELSAN.
Now we are engaged in discussions on
technical details.

Birol TEKİNCE: Do you have a message
for Turkish defence and aerospace 
companies about cooperation 
with Ukraine?
Sergiy KORSUNSKY: Scientific and tech-
nical cooperation in the high-tech as-
pects of space rocket industry and
military-industrial complex is crucial for
further development of the strategic
partnership between Ukraine and
Turkey. 
Enhancing cooperation in the aerospace
is one of the key elements of the bilateral
strategic cooperation between our coun-
tries, and today we have all necessary
conditions to do that. It will strengthen
both Turkey and Ukraine.
Implementation of the full-scale devel-
opment program in aerospace has been
defined as one of the top priorities in the

long-term development programs of the
Turkish Government targeting 2023.
Taking into consideration the technolog-
ical and intellectual potential, as well as
the long and successful story of Ukrain-
ian space rocket and defence industry
enterprises’ participation in the national
and international projects, Ukraine has
a potential to become one of the most
important partners of Turkey in the
aerospace. We seek for closer Ukrain-
ian-Turkish cooperation with the
prospects to enter the global market
with a full cycle of space-related serv-
ices, starting with design and construc-
tion of satellites and other aerospace
equipment and up to their launch into
orbit. 
Given the strategic partnership and the
long-term friendship between our coun-
tries, Ukraine is ready not only to coop-
erate with Turkey on creating and
manufacturing space-related products
and aircraft, but also to contribute to the
emergence of new areas of Turkish
economy with all their integral compo-
nents – starting from technological sup-
port of the production process up to the
creation of the relevant scientific and ed-
ucational infrastructure, necessary for
further elaboration of its own products
in the future. 

On behalf of our readers, we would 
like to thank H.E. Sergiy Korsunsky,
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of Ukraine to the 
Republic of Turkey, for taking 
the time to answer our questions 
and for providing us with such valuable
information.
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The An-124 remains the world’s first choice for the aerial transportation 
of heavy and bulky loads.
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The 14th Ukrainian Armed Forces day
was celebrated in Ankara on December

7. At the reception hosted by His Excellency
Sergiy Korsunsky, the Ambassador of
Ukraine to Turkey, guests were greeted at
the entrance by Colonel Rostyslav
Tkachenko, the Defence and Air Attaché of
Ukraine to Turkey; Colonel Sergiy Stoia-
nenko, the Army Attaché of Ukraine to
Turkey; Commander Denys Shevchenko,
the Naval Attaché of Ukraine to Turkey, and
their spouses. The reception was attended
by members of the Turkish Armed Forces,

foreign diplomats and military representa-
tives, representatives of the Turkish de-
fence industry, and many other guests.
Following the playing of the national an-
thems of the two countries, Colonel
Tkachenko gave a speech in which he
briefly described how the Ukrainian Armed
Forces established on December 6, 1991,

had made great progress since then owing
to the reforms and changes it imple-
mented. Colonel Tkachenko also explained
that the Ukrainian defence industry contin-
ues to produce a large variety of weapons
systems and platforms such as aircraft,
ships and tanks to meet the military re-
quirements of its country.

In Sweden, December 13 is traditionally
St. Lucia’s Day and the Ambassador of

Sweden and his spouse hosted a reception
at the Swedish Embassy Residence to cel-
ebrate. On the night of the reception, guests
were greeted by His Excellency Lars
Wahlund, the Ambassador of Sweden to
Turkey; Colonel Staffan Sjöberg, the Mili-
tary Attaché of Sweden to Turkey. The event

was attended by many Turkish and foreign
civilian and military guests. During his wel-
coming speech, Ambassador Wahlund ex-
plained that the celebrations held for 
St. Lucia, a saint renowned for her generos-
ity and love, was a very old tradition, and de-

scribed the history of this Christian feast
day. Following the Ambassador’s speech,
there were traditional celebrations. The
festival of Santa Lucia is celebrated every
year on December 13 in Scandinavia, Italy,
and in several other European countries. 

Celebrations 
Held for the 14th
Ukrainian Armed
Forces Day

Celebrations Held
for the Traditional
Saint Lucia’s Day

Left to right: Birol TEKİNCE, Coordinator, Editorial Board 
MSI TDR, COL Jooseong HAN, Defence Attaché of the Republic
of Korea, Wing CDR Bryan HUNT, Air & Navy Attaché of United 
Kingdom, CDR Denys SHEVCHENKO, Naval Attaché of Ukraine,

Navy CAPT Jyrki LITMANEN, Defence Attaché of 
Finland, COL Hossein BEKHOON, Military Attaché of the Islamic

Republic of Iran, LTC Slawomir CECHA, Deputy Defence, 
Military, Naval & Air Attaché of Poland, COL Rostyslav

TKACHENKO, Defence and Air Force Attaché of Ukraine, 
COL James BURNS, Defence Attaché of Australia, CDR Fred

SCHOONDERWOERD, Deputy Defence Attaché of Netherlands,
BG Jozef VIKTORIN, Defence Attaché of the Slovak Republic,

CDR Anssi Henrik HATAKKA, Deputy Defence Attaché of 
Finland, LTC Martin SOVIC, Deputy Defence Attaché of Slovak

Republic, COL Remi GAUVAIN, Defence Attaché of France, COL
Iulian-Adrian COSTEA, Defence, Military, Naval & Air Attaché of

Romania, COL Sergiy STOIANENKO, Army Attaché of Ukraine

Left to right: COL Rostyslav TKACHENKO, Defence and Air Force Attaché of Ukraine, Mrs. TKACHENKO, COL Sergiy STOIANENKO,
Army Attaché of Ukraine, Mrs. STOIANENKO, CDR Denys SHEVCHENKO, Naval Attaché of Ukraine, Mrs. SHEVCHENKO

Left to right: COL James BURNS, Defence Attaché of Australia, LTC Benjamin T. PIPES, Marine Attaché of the USA, Navy 
CAPT Jyrki LITMANEN, Defence Attaché of Finland, Navy CAPT Yoshinaga KAMO, Defence Attaché of Japan, CDR Anssi Henrik
HATAKKA, Deputy Defence Attaché of Finland, COL Staffan SJOBERG, Defence Attaché of Sweden, CPT. Ilkka KEINANEN, 
Assistant Defence Attaché of Finland, COL Jose Ignacio NOGUEIRA, Defence, Military, Naval and Air Attaché of the Republic 
of Chile, LTC Nenad PEJIN, Military Attaché of Serbia, Birol TEKİNCE, Coordinator, Editorial Board, MSI TDR

Lars WAHLUND,
the Ambassador of
Sweden to Turkey
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The 82nd birthday of Emperor Akihito, the
125th Emperor of Japan, was celebrated

with a reception held at the Japanese Em-
bassy on December 10 to mark the event.
The guests were greeted by His Excellency
Yutaka Yokoi, the Ambassador of Japan to
Turkey; Navy Captain Yoshinaga Kamo, the
Defence Attaché of Japan to Turkey; and
their spouses. The event was attended by Bi-
nali Yıldırım, the Minister of Transport, Mar-
itime Affairs and Communications. In his
speech at the reception, Ambassador Yokoi
recalled that this year was also the 125th an-
niversary of the Ertuğrul frigate accident,
and that relations between the two countries
are constantly improving. Noting that the
Japanese-Turkish co-production movie ‘Er-
tuğrul 1890’ was released in Japan on De-
cember 5, Ambassador Yokoi said that the
movie will be released in Turkey on Decem-
ber 25. Following the Ambassador, Minister
Yıldırım gave a speech in which he said that
the respect shown towards the martyrs of
the Ertuğrul disaster and the memorial to
them that was built in Japan had helped
draw the two countries closer together, and
that today, Japan and Turkey are strategic
partners. Minister Yıldırım also added that
the two countries are working together on
important projects in the area of satellites
and space technology.

The 10th anniversary of the Bosnia and
Herzegovina Armed Forces Day was cel-

ebrated in Ankara with a reception held on
December 9. At the reception, guests were
greeted by His Excellency Damir Dzanko, the
Ambassador of Bosnia and Herzegovina to
Turkey, and Colonel Dzemal Masinovic, the
Military Attaché of Bosnia and Herzegovina
to Turkey. The event was attended by Gen-
eral Hulusi Akar, the Commander of the
Turkish Armed Forces, General Yaşar Güler,
the Deputy Chief of Turkish General Staff and
Major General Senad MASOVIC, Deputy
Chief of the Joint Staff of the Armed Forces

of Bosnia and Herzegovina for Resources.
During his speech at the reception, Colonel
Masinovic said that, only ten years after its
establishment, the Bosnia and Herzegovina
Armed Forces had become a reliable part-
ner at the international level, owing to its
hard-working and dedicated staff and as a
result of the Peacekeeping Operations in
which it has taken part in various crisis re-
gions around the world. Noting that this suc-
cess was the product of extensive effort and
preparation, Colonel Masinovic also re-
flected on Bosnia and Herzegovina soon be-
coming a member of NATO.

The Ertuğrul Frigate Commemorated During the 
Birthday Celebrations of the Japanese Emperor 

Left to right: Mrs. KAMO, Navy CAPT Yoshinaga KAMO, 
Defence Attaché of Japan, Mrs. YOKOI, H.E. Yutaka YOKOI,
the Ambassador of Japan to Turkey

Binali YILDIRIM, 
Minister of Transport,
Maritime and 
Communication

Left to right: Birol TEKİNCE, Coordinator, Editorial Board, MSI TDR, LTC Spyridon KAROUMPALIS, Air Force Attaché of Greece,
COL Henry Mario Acosta BERNUY, Defence Attaché of Peru, Navy CAPT Jorge ANTONIO, Naval Attaché of Mexico 
BG Mohamed ABDOU, Defence Attaché of the Arab Republic of Egypt, Navy CAPT Yoshinaga KAMO, Defence Attaché of Japan,
LTC Dimitrios CHATZICHARALAMPOUS, Army Attaché of Greece, COL Lazaros KAMPOURIDIS, Defence Attaché of Greece, 
COL Jose Ignacio NOGUEIRA, Defence, Military, Naval and Air Attaché of the Republic of Chile, COL Marco Antonio CAGNONI, 
Defence Attaché of Brazil, Navy CAPT Georgios STAVROPOULOS, Naval Attaché of Greece

Participation at the Highest Level from the TAF to the Bosnia 
and Herzegovina Armed Forces Day

Left to right: BG Samed ALKHALAILEH, Military Attaché of
Jordan, COL Mohammad Zaheer NAZARI, Military Attaché

of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, COL Milan 
KRANJEC, Defence Attaché of the Republic of Slovenia,

GEN Yaşar GÜLER, Deputy Chief of Turkish General Staff,
LTC Slawomir CECHA, Deputy Defence, Military, Naval &

Air Attaché of Poland, COL Dzemal MASINOVIC, 
Defence Attaché of Bosna Herzegovina, LTC Martin SOVIC,

Deputy Defence Attaché of Slovak Republic, COL Staffan
SJOBERG, Defence Attaché of Sweden, CDR Anssi Henrik
HATAKKA, Deputy Defence Attaché of Finland, LTC Nenad

PEJIN, Military Attaché of Serbia, COL Lazaros 
KAMPOURIDIS, Defence Attaché of Greece

Left to right: Major General Senad MASOVIC, Deputy Chief 
of the Joint Staff of the Armed Forces of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina for Resources, General Hulusi AKAR, 
Commander of the Turkish Armed Forces, COL Dzemal 
MASINOVIC, Defence Attaché of Bosna Herzegovina


